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A MESSAGE TO PARENTS & TEACHERS: 


In this series of inexpensive books for children, 
Rand McNally is presenting carefully selected, 
good literature for the very young child. Books in 
this series are factual, fanciful, humorous, question- 
ing and adventurous. It is hoped that the series will 
provide for the masses of children whose parents 
might be unaware of the availability of good litera- - 
ture at such nominal cost. We firmly believe that 
the love and appreciation of literature must begin 
when the child is very young. 

One of the joys of childhood is to visit Grandma. 
If she happens to live close to the seashore, visits 
are enhanced by the pleasures of walking and ex- 
ploring the beach. 

Children revel in personal collections and the 
collecting of shells is particularly fascinating to 
them. It is helpful for each young explorer to be 
provided with paper sacks, shoe boxes or other 
suitable containers for their treasures. And it is 
important to provide space for them on the trip 
home. Children finger, count, study, sort and clas- 
sify their collections long afterwards. They can be 
enjoyed and shared with others. 

Understanding parents and grandparents will 
encourage children’s interest in the wonders of sea 
and shore life. 
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, Karr, Andy, and Grandma were 
walking on the beach looking for 
shells. 


“There’s some tiny butterfly 
wings,” Katie cried. 
“No, they are coquina shells. But 


they look like butterfly wings. ‘Tiny 


creatures once lived in them. All] 
shells are old homes of little animals 
that once lived in the sea,’ said 


Grandma. 


Katie held a smooth shiny shell. 
“It feels like glass. It has white spots 
on it. And little rows of teeth on the 
under side. What is it, Grandma?”’ 


“Tt is a cowrie shell. There are 
many kinds of cowries. We will 
make a hole in this one and you 
can wear it for a necklace.” 


Andy dug a big shell from the 
sand. “Look at this,” he cried. 

“That is a triton shell. Some 
people make trumpets from them. If 


As ee oa 


you hold it to.your ear you can hear 
a low sound.” 


“It sounds like a far-away ocean,” 
Andy said. 


“Pye found a bigger shell,’ Katie 
cried. ‘‘See how large it is!” 

“That is a queen conch,” said 
Grandma. ‘‘Conches can be made | 


into trumpets, too. When you get 
home you can use this shell as a 
vase for small flowers.” 
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This shell has stickery points,” 
said Andy. “What is it, Grandma?” 

“That is a lace murex. Many 
murex shells have ruffles and spines. 
Some look like strange combs.” 


Grandma picked up a smooth | 
shiny shell. ‘This is an olive shell,” 
she said. “The little marks on it look 
like letters. Indians once used olive | 


shells for necklaces.” 


“Tl found a shell with two sections. 
It opens like a book,” said Katie. 
“Oh, oh! I broke the part that held 


them together!” 
“Tt wasn’t very strong. Those are 


_ scallop shells,” Grandma explained. 
“Scallops are good to eat. When live 
_ scallops move through water they 
: quickly open and close the two shells 


_to force themselves along.” 


Next Andy found a pointed shell 
with a tiny hole in the top. 


“It is a limpet, sometimes called 
a volcano shell. Put your finger 
inside and feel how smooth it is,” 
Grandma suggested. “Limpets cling 
to rocks when they are alive.”’ 


Katie and Andy looked at all — 
their shells. ‘‘Can we find shells only 
on the beach, Grandma?” asked 
Katie. 
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“No, there are snails that live in 
trees. And some snails live in 
gardens, or in fresh water, too. Often 
these snail shells. are very pretty.” 

“Shells are fun,’ Andy said. 


“They are often useful, too,” said 
Grandma. ‘“‘They can be made into 
jewelry, vases, and other decorations. 
Sometimes shells are broken up and 
used in making roadways.” 

“We wouldn’t want our shells to 
be broken,” said Katie. ‘‘We’re 
going to keep these, and hunt for 


more some other day.” - 
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Hop-Away Joey 

Let’s Grow Things 

The Farmer in the Dell 

A Trip in Space 

Read Me Some Poems 

Bronto the Dinosaur 

Snow-White and Rose-Red 

Our World of Color and Sound 

The Cap That Mother Made 

The Lion and the Mouse 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 

Dorothy Aldis’ Looking In 
and Other Poems 

Puppies to Love 
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Freddie’s Private Cloud 

The Honeybee 

Look for a Rainbow 

Billy’s Treasure 

Time for Everything 

Turtles Turn up on Tuesday e 
Wants a Pop Can Park? 

»g a Skyscraper 
1 Tadpoles to Frogs 
1e Busy Ants 

Alphabet Walks 

Homes in the City 

People Who Work at Night 


) START-RIGHT ELF BOOKS—Junior Size 


Animals Talk to Me 


My Cowboy Book 


Fire Fighters 


Davy Deer’s New Red Scarf The Raggedy Goat Hoppity Skip 
The Elves and the Shoemaker The Disposal Truck The Three Bears 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff The Mulberry Bush Dinosaurs 

A Walk With Grandpa The Sparrows’ Nest A Walk in the Zoo 
All Around the City The Three Little Pigs The Doctor in the 
How Chicks are Born Farm Animals Wild Babies 
What’s in the Bakery Truck? Henny Penny The Baby Animal 
Let’s Read About Rocks Jack Sprat ‘Animal Mysteries 
Baby’s Own Mother Goose _Look! A Parade Feeding Time at t 
Jack and the Beanstalk Mother Goose A Picnic in the Pa 
Let’s Find Koala Bears The Giant’s Shoe The Magician’s 
Count the Puppies A Moth is Born Counting Book 
Beth’s Happy Day Tommy’s Tooth Town Mouse and t 
The Little Red Boot The Pet Parade Country Mouse 
Time for a Rhyme My Indian Book Seashells for Katie 
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"Backyard Circus My Oak Tree and Andy 
The Treasure Trunk Mr. Flopears Bobby’s Magic Bla 
ts The Big Red Apple 
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And Other Titles in Preparation | 


